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THUNDERHILL RACEWAY 3-MILE TRACK  

 N 

• Also shown are the “Skid Pad” and Motocross & RallyCross Areas. 
• See “Open Track Driving” ar cle star ng on page 14.
• YouTube is a great resource to see laps being driven on Thunderhill—or pre y much any track you are interested in. Just Google: 

“YouTube track name” - eg: YouTube Laguna Seca.      
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N CCA celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary in 2007 by invi ng past pres-

idents to a dinner dance where we 
shared  memorabilia. Our calendar is 
filled each January with events for the 
coming year that include trips to an 
assortment of loca ons, car shows, our 
annual fall banquet, & Christmas par-
ty.  T he club’s signature annual event, 

Ve e Magic, has tradi onally 
been a two-day, all Corve e Car Show 
& Drag Races. It is sponsored and orga-
nized by NCCA each summer.   In 2015, 
for the first me, in a major break with 
tradi on, Drag Races for the 40th  
Ve e Magic were opened to all 
“Bow e” (Chevrolet) and then in 2016 
for the 41st, to all GM sedans and 
sports cars. Each year this event draws 
a large number of Corve e racers and 
spectators from Northern California & 
the surrounding states.  N CCA is a valuable member of our 

community, as we contribute to 
several charitable organiza ons each 
year through our charitable founda-

on. 

was closed at the end of May 1957 
lis ng 47 members.  P resident Roy Storey suggested a 

series of autocross events  named 
a er Grand Prix races. NCCA presented 
Northern California’s 3rd autocross. 150 
cars drove the course at the Milpitas 
Ford Plant. This series set the standard 
for autocrossing in Northern California. 
Though Roy Storey was soon trans-
ferred to Hollywood by CBS, he helped 
NCCA to properly start as a compe ng 
club. N CCA is s ll par cipa ng in auto-

crossing, drag races, track racing & 
car shows. The club is the oldest mem-
ber of the Western States Corve e 
Council (WSCC), joining in 1966. We 
have evolved into more of a social club 
over the years with the focus on day & 
weekend trips.  In recent years interest 
has increased in racing, with members 
taking trophies in drag racing and auto-
cross and entering more and more open 
track days at Sonoma, Thunderhill, 
WeatherTech Raceway at Laguna  Seca  
and Bu onwillow race tracks.  

I n July of 1956 in the East Bay, two 
Corve e owners, Johnny Zeh and 

Jerry Wright, waved & stopped to talk. 
Corve es were few in numbers then & 
several weeks could pass before  en-
countering another. These drivers dis-
cussed star ng a Corve e Club.  

By July 15, 1956, an informal mee ng of 
Corve e owners decided to establish 
the Northern California Corve e Associ-
a on. These early Corve e owners met 
frequently at each other’s homes with 
their numbers increasing each  month.  

On March 28, 1957, an ini al group of 
35 met at Daily Chevrolet in Oakland to 
establish the by-laws. By then Josh 
Hogue, San Francisco Examiner’s sports 
car event columnist suggested that this 
group combine with the one mee ng at 
Les Vogel Chevrolet in San Francisco.  O n May 9, 1957 NCCA was  incorpo-

rated & 40 members elected Roy 
Storey President. Roy was a TV & radio 
sportscaster & Corve e par cipant in 
SCCA‘s  regional races. Sandy Greenblat 
was elected Vice President, Pa y Gel-
lenbeck, Secretary & John Zeh, Treasur-
er. The charter membership for NCCA 



 

GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 
SHIRLEY SMITH, SECRETARY 
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Wednesday, April 4, 2018 
7:00 PM at  
Ricky’s, San Leandro 
 

Mee ng called to order: 7:13  
 

Roll Call of Members: 
21 in a endance. 
 

President Tim Sullivan 

Welcome members. Mo on was made to approve the minutes 
from last month’s GBM.  Mo on approved by all members pre-
sent.  Everyone remember to sign in on the sheet at the back to 
get a point for the year end awards. Any Corve e related event 
will get you a point too. Check your member year end awards 
packets you received for the forms needed to get informa on 
to Harvey Grasso for points. We are asking our members to 
come out to our events and support the club.  Please be sure to 
a end A Legend on Display all Corve e car show Sunday, April 
22, 2018.  Enter your car, pay your $25.00 entry fee and bring a 
raffle prize to donate. This year we have a live band- Derek Abel 
and his band will be there, so come out and enjoy the live music 
and check out all of the beau ful Corve es. This is a Type 5 car 
show (no longer a point’s show) All the Corve e club car shows 
are Type 5 for this year. WSCC has canceled the Type 1 car 
shows for this year.  

Officers’ Reports 
Membership: George Robinson 

The Membership Run will be on August 18th please mark your 
calendars. I have the samples of the new name badges and the 
board has agreed to have them printed up. If anyone knows of 
who was pulled over and hauled off to jail for exhibi on of 
speed last weekend, please let me know.    
 

Secretary: Shirley Smith 

Thank you to Mary McMurry, Jo Ann Zwicky and Michelle Fer-
re a for volunteering to help out at the registra on desk for 
Legends car show. If you would be interested in helping please 
let me know.  We can always use a few extra people.    
 

 Treasurer: Gene Peters 

Club is financially good! General fund is doing good. Charitable 
fund is doing good.  San Andreas fund is doing good.  We have 
two sponsors who have sent in their checks. We have paid for 
the Corve e Museum banner for the club and it will be hanging 
in their parking lot by May 1st, 2018. We are in process of 
ge ng our PO box issue se led.  
 

VP Events: Stephen Logan 

We are set for the Legends on Display Car Show which will be 
on April 22nd at the Blackhawk car museum. Please arrive at 
6:30am to help with unloading of the trailer and set up and 
then please plan on helping to take down and loading the trailer 

with our equipment later in the day. Let me know if you will be 
able to help. (Note: you get a par cipa on point for volunteer-
ing to help setup or take down)   
 
 

Social: Bob Henry 

April 8th our 3rd annual lunch and Bocce Ball event in Livermore, 
I have 27 people signed up.  I had to move the day because of 
forecast rain and everyone was able to change their calendars. 
April 8th Hooters Just 4 Corve es Annual all Corve e car show 
in Sacramento. April 14th is the Rainbow Run, April 19-21st is the 
21st Gamblers Classic, Laughlin, NV, April 22nd A Legend on Dis-
play Car Show, April 29th Pacific Coast Dream Machines car 
show, May 12th Spor ng Clays event hosted by George Robin-
son. May 12th Arroyo High School Car Show.  May 19th Abel Car 
Show, Rio Vista. You have to do registra on online at 
www.driveabel.com. You must pre register online for this 
event.  Scenic Byways (North Coast) Run – Harvey Grasso May 
20 thru 22nd, 2018 (see info on page 21). May 28 we have the 
Peanut Run (see flyer page 22).   
 

VP Motorsports:  Rob Andersen 

Ve e Magic Drags, Sept. 9, 2018 Lodi. I am finalizing everything 
now. This is a 1 day event for Corve e’s, only Corve es will be 
allowed to run against each other. Note: Corve es can stay for 
end of day and race other cars for money (Bracket racing). It is 
very windy out there, so be sure if you bring any type of canopy 
that you have something to weigh it down or it will blow away. 
  
 
 

Public Rela ons:  Don Henning 

All is good! I recommend that if you are a ending Legends car 
show that you wear your NCCA shirts.  It would be nice if you 
could go around and visit and thank the club members with the 
other clubs that are a ending our car show and they know you 
are part of NCCA by wearing a NCCA T shirt, Hat, name badge 
etc.  
 

Publica ons:  Barry MacKinnon  

I would like to have email confirma on of any adver sing in the 
K that will be removed.  The club president, as alternate for the 
currently open Adver sing/Sponsorship board posi on, is the 
only one who can authorize to remove an ad from the K.   
 
 

Charitable:  Hal & Madeline Briar  

Jim & Debbie Neylan have helped with se ng up the raffle and 
cket packets. Bring your prizes to donate day of event. We will 

have a silent Auc on with some very nice items, we are also 
raffling off 5 special prizes and we will have 2 grand prizes.   
 

WSCC: Harvey Grasso 

WSCC budget ballots were sent out to the E board for review. 
The board has reviewed and approved the budget. There are 
NO Type 1 car shows for this year. End of year awards for Com-
pe on in autocross are ques onable at this me. I have a sig-
nup sheet for the Scenic Byways tour if you want to go please 
let me know and sign up. The club member’s member of the 
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year packet has a separate sheet to use for le ng me know if 
you a end another Corve e related event or track day, etc. 
Bob Henry will email out again to the members. You must turn 
in this extra sheet for points for end of year.   
 

Historian: Herb Clore 

No report at this me.  
 

BMAL:  Jim Wells 

No report at this me.  
 

Web Director:  Dave Meccariello 

No report at this me.  
 
Sponsorship:  

Vacant Board Posi on. No report at this me.  
 
General Discussions 

Tim Sullivan  
A lot of our club members have been involved with NCRC and 
Hooked on Driving Days at Thunderhill Raceway Park. We could 
rent the track for a day and could go out there and run around 
the track with our Corve es. If we can get enough people inter-
ested we can rent Thunderhill for the day. Set up 3 run groups, 
set up classes, run me schedules etc. Arrange a leader pace car 
for those who have not had experience.  More info to follow 
regarding this. Possible we would do this a er September and 
preferably in November of this year. We will need to look at 
insurance costs for this type of event. This could be the start of 
something new. We could come up with polo shirts that say “I 
survived” a Track day at Thunderhill or something similar. Again 
this is for Corve e’s only. Rob Andersen and Tim Sullivan will 

work on this and get more informa on. Barry MacKinnon asked 
is it historical for Corve e clubs to run their own track day 
events?  As far as I (Tim Sullivan) know, NCCA has not had this 
in the past. This could be our 1st one for the club. 

Mel Lim  
Are we going to be mee ng from now on at Ricky’s for our Gen-
eral business mee ng?? YES.   

JoAnn Zwicky 
Is a endance here at Ricky’s for mee ngs the same as our last 
loca on?  Yes, same amount of members showing up here at 
Ricky’s.  

Herb Clore 
Thanks Bruce Bourne for the Occidental Run. Good Run. We 
used our wipers, worked out as everyone located their wiper 
switches!  
 

Old Business:   
None 

New Business:  
None 
Announcements: 
None 
 
The mee ng adjourned at 8:16 pm. 

Next General Business Mee ng: 

Wednesday, the 2nd of May, 2018 at 7:00 pm. to be preceded by 
the Execu ve Board Mee ng which will start at 6:00 pm. 

All club members are welcome to sit in and speak at the board 
mee ng. 
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Bruce Bourne is coordina ng assistance through NCCA for Opera on S.A.M. Dona ons will be 
greatly appreciated by our brave troops deployed out-of-country and away from loved ones 
and familiar surroundings. Dona ons of used Cell Phones (with chargers if you have them); 

Visine eye drops; Jerky (any flavor); Protein Bars;  
Hotel Condiments/Toiletries (soap, shampoo, condi oner, body wash, beverage sachets etc.) 

and  
Den st Complimentaries (toothpaste, brushes, floss). 

The Desk to End All Desks! 



 

it by searching for WSCC events.  Once you get there, the regis-
tra on process is pre y intui ve.  You can register for Day 1, 
Day 2, or both days.  You can even select your preferred Run 
Group.  You will need to provide payment informa on (credit or 
debit card), but your account will not be charged un l the day 
of the event.  If your plans change, you can cancel and your 
account will not be charged, except for the MSR fee of 
$2.50.  When you arrive, you'll be ready to go.  Just sign the 
waiver. 

Other upcoming events: 

North Bay Corve es have been planning AutoX events: 
April 15 (Solano College); May 6 (Sonoma Raceway); June 10 
(Solano College) These are “Corve es Only” events. Note: Be-
fore making plans please recheck these dates & venues. 

May 2: NCCA Board and General Business mee ngs at Ricky's 
Sports Theater & Grill. 

May 12: NCCA Spor ng Clays shoo ng event.  See flyer on page 
20. 

May 19: Abel Chevrolet Corve e and All GM Car Show and 
BBQ. (see page 24) 

May 20-22: NCCA Scenic Byways (North Coast) Run - Hold these 
dates (see page 21)!!! 

I hope everyone had a blessed Happy Easter weekend. 
 

Bob Henry 
NCCA Social Director 

 

Please also see the April & May 
calendar on page 30 and the autocross schedules on page 26 for 

addi onal events.  
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G ree ngs NCCA!  

April 8: Was our 3rd annual bocce and lunch ou ng at the 
beau ful Garre Winery in Livermore. We had lunch first this 
year. We met at the restaurant on site at noon. They provided a 
special lunch menu for our group. Each person paid for their 
own food selec on at lunch. Unfortunately prior weather pre-
cluded the bocce tournament, but a good me was had any-
way—see pages 18 & 19. So there was no need to develop a 
technique for holding a bocce ball in one hand and a glass of 
wine in the other!! 

April 22 big deal coming up: NCCA Legends On Display 38 All-
Corve e Car Show at Blackhawk. Flyer is on page 11. No pre-
registra on required. We have turned this from a work event 
into a fun event. We will even have LIVE MUSIC THIS YEAR!!!! 
The simple ask is: Members, please donate an item for our 
raffle that day. Proceeds go to our charitable fund. 

BREAKING 
Unfortunately, the following event has been cancelled: 
h ps://www.motorsportreg.com/events/mad-cow-v-auto-x-
palace-western-states-corve e-council-santa-clara-corve es-
304488 
April 28-29: Santa Clara Corve es AutoX at the Cow Palace. You 
can now register on line at MotorsportReg.com.  You'll need to 
create an account on MotorsportReg (MSR), which is free.  You 
enter your personal informa on and your car informa on into 
your profile, and then that info is automa cally loaded onto 
your registra ons.  

Once you have an account, you can ask MSR to show you all 
events coming up in the areas of interest you check (like auto-
cross or open track).  Or you can search for specific events.  

The first event is called "Mad Cow V Auto-X."  You can also find 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES NOTES FOR APRIL 

News Item 
The naming rights for the raceway at Laguna Seca have changed. 

Previously known as Mazda Raceway, it is now: 

WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca 
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IMPORTANT NCCA DATE 
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T his year's Occidental Run was a hit. The day 
ou ng to the Union Hotel in Occidental started at 
the Green House Shopping Center in San Leandro 
under clouds and some light drizzle. First stop was 

at Terra Linda for a pit stop and to connect with the rest of 
the members. Finally, twelve Corve es turned out to brave 
the threatening weather. That 10% chance of rain? Let's just say 
we found the 10%.... Nonetheless, we made the beau ful drive 
without showers all the way to about 2 miles from our final 
des na on (but George got a nature's car wash in San Francisco 
before the bridge). The twelve cars started up the valley to our 
second stop at the town of Tomales  for U know what and a 

snack at the Bakery. 
Leaving on our way to 
the third stop at Free-
stone and a chance to do 

some shopping 
in a very unique 
gi  shop and a 
Brick Oven bak-
ery for special 
breads and pas-
try. We le  the 
drizzle and the clouds did their thing, rain,rain  and more hard 
rain. Umbrellas out, special thanks to Denise Peters for sharing 
with Bonnie. ( One wonders if some drivers had to re-learn how 
to use the wipers). 

NCCA 2018 OCCIDENTAL RUN 
MARCH 17 
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O ff to Occidental and no rain. But with all the recent 
rains, the scenery was breathtaking and hard to 
keep our eyes on the road. All 22 of us sat together 
family style and enjoyed a great lunch. Several of us 

stayed for hot toddies in the bar when we realized it was Saint 
Patrick's Day.  

Special thanks for great service from the owner Barbara and her 
staff. A er lunch we were on our own to do as pleased. It start-
ed to rain as we le . The ride home was relaxing with rain on an 
off. See you again next year. 

Bruce & Bonnie Bourne and Bob Henry 

Bob: 
Thanks to Bruce and Bonnie for leading us on this fun run as I 
don't think anyone else in the club can remember all those 
turns! 



Picture credits: Herb Clore, Bob Henry 

G ’  ZR1—C  P ! 

N  S  W   L  O  S  
(D  O ) 

G  G ? 
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OCCIDENTAL CONT. 
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OPEN TRACK DRIVING 
AT 

THUNDERHILL RACEWAY PARK 
Driving on the Track 

Corve e owners cannot fully appreciate the awesome cars they drive 
un l they take them on a track.  They are great looking cars.  They are 
comfortable, easy to drive and fun to take on road trips and to car 
shows.  But un l you unleash the engineering that goes into the parts 
of the car you normally do not see you appreciate only a por on of the 
car you own.   

Some say that they are not happy with the idea of tracking their car.  
Owners have told us that they are afraid of crashing their treasured 
Corve e.  We have heard that they feel tracking is abusing the car.  You 
will get a new perspec ve on these concerns by a ending an introduc-
tory level track day.  You will find that you are a far be er performance 
driver than you may think you are.  You will see that the track is safer 
than the road to and from the track and that the 
track is managed for safety and safe fun.  You will 
come to understand that the Corve e was engi-
neered and built to handle high performance 
driving.  You will leave the track that day with a 
smile on your face and lots to talk to your friends 
about.  You will now appreciate fully, the magnifi-
cent machine you own. You will much be er 
understand the capabili es of your car—more 
safely than by turning public highways into faux 
race tracks—and, with that understanding, may-
be even become a safer driver. 

Over the past 10 years a number of NCCA mem-
bers have experienced the thrill of running their 
Corve es around the track at:  Thunderhill, Sono-
ma, Laguna Seca and Bu onwillow tracks here in California.  Other 
members have taken the Ron Fellows Corve e Owners High Perfor-
mance Driving School at Spring Mountain in Pahrump, Nevada (about 

45 minutes west of Las Vegas).  
This school is subsidized by 
Chevrolet if you purchase a 
new C7 and a end in the first 
year a er you purchase it.  
A ending the Spring Mountain 
school you actually drive their 
Corve es not yours. (At Any 
given me Spring Mountain 
has about 75 of the latest 
model Corve es available.) 

The Corve e they assign you is the same as the one you own. i.e. if you 
have a C7 Z51 automa c that is what you will drive on their track.  If 
you have a manual Z06 that is what they will give you for the school. 

On March 10 and 11 we planned to drive with Northern California Rac-
ing Club (NCRC) in two open-track days at Thunderhill Raceway Park. 
Thunderhill is a road track owned by Sports Car Club of America (SCCA). 
The term road track indicates a track intended for high performance 
driving and racing which is engineered and built like a regular non-
divided highway. The main difference is that all the cars are going in 
the same direc on. (Or are supposed to!) Thunderhill is a fun, fast and 
excellently maintained and managed track. It has two tracks, a 3-mile 
and a recently added 2-mile. The 3-mile is a straighter, faster track 
while the 2-mile is a more technical and somewhat slower track. The 
two tracks can be combined to a make  a 5-mile track.  Normally, NCRC 

track days 
are on the 
3-mile 
track. 

Friday, 
March 9th 
Barry and I 
headed 
north from 
Belmont 
a er lunch 
with a 

group of folk 
we meet 

with each Friday for lunch—to talk cars and airplanes.  We decided to 
take 92 through Hayward and over Crow Canyon Road to 680 to 80 to 
505 to 5 winding up a few hours later in Willows CA, a trip of about 
160 miles.  We checked into the Baymont Motel, one of about 5 mo-

tels in the small town.  
Later that day a new NCCA 
club member, Wilson Pow-
ell arrived towing his SCCA 
Spec. Corve e (SSC5).  This 
car is a track only (not 
street legal) race car. 

Saturday we all arrived at 
Thunderhill, which is 7 
miles west of Willows, 
about 7:30 to get the cars 
ready for the track.  
Ge ng ready involves 
removing from the car 

everything 
that could 
become a 
dangerous 
missile 
when on 
the track.  
We place 
these 
things on a 
tarp behind 
where we park the car.  We put our assigned car numbers on the doors 
using pre-printed s ck-on numbers or simply, painter’s blue tape.  We 
check re pressures and most torque the lug nuts.  The organiza on 
running the event—in this case NCRC—has drivers mee ngs where 
they go over the safety points and review what the various flags mean 
(See below in “Driving School”).   

The day is broken up 
into 5 groups of driv-
ers:  Driving School 
(which will be dealt 
with in detail later in 
this ar cle), Solo, Point
-by, Open and Race.  
Barry opted to run with 
the Point-By group 
both days and George 
ran Open on Saturday 

Front Straight, 125 mph, 
Turn 1 coming up—On the anchors! 

He Can Feel My Breath! 

Back Straight 

Ready to Roll 
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OPEN TRACK DRIVING—CONT. 
and Point-By Sunday.  
Wilson was in the Race 
group both days.  The 
group you are assigned 
to run in is based on 
track experience.  All 
first- mers are re-
quired to start out with 
Driving School.  A er 
that you move to the 

Solo Group where you are limited in the loca ons you can pass other 
cars on the track to 3 of the straights (no passing on curves) and if you 
are faster the driver in front of you must “point you by” which means 
he sees you behind him and when he is comfortable with where to let 
you by he puts his hand out the window poin ng you by on his le  or 
points over his roof indica ng you are to go by on his right.  You then 
pass him. Of course, if you are the slower car, the reverse applies—you 
must point the faster car by. 

A er about 10+ track days in 
Solo the organiza on you are 
running with will move you to 
the Point-by group pu ng you 
in with other drivers that have 
similar ability and experience as 
you.  The difference here is that 
you can now point by cars any-
place on the track, not just the 
straights. Most drivers s ll hold 
off poin ng by un l a straight 
however. 

A er another 10+ track days 
you get advanced to the Open 
group.  Here you are with other 
experienced drivers and ge ng 
into more “track only” cars. 
These are cars that have been 
built to run on the track and are 
not street legal.  The speeds are up and lap mes down as the groups 
advance.  In open you can pass anyplace on the track and you do not 
need a point-by from the driver you are passing—tho’ many give it. 

It should be noted that promo on is not mandatory. You can stay in 
any group as long as you wish. 

Wilson and Tim Sullivan (NCCA President) are race-qualified drivers 
driving full race Corve es. If you get the track bug this will be your 

ul mate goal 
but only a 
small per-
centage of 
Corve e 
owners will 
advance to 
this level. 

The groups go on the track for 20-25 minute sessions. There are usual-
ly about 25 cars in a group.  Spreading 25 cars over 2, 3, or 5 miles 
leaves a lot of room per car.  Each group gets 5 runs in a day.  

When your group is called up you put on your (required) helmet which 
needs to be an SA15 cer fied helmet.  These Snell Founda on rated 
helmets can be rented from the track store or purchased from a varie-

ty of compa-
nies for pric-
es star ng at 
about $125.  
Since they 
are also re-
quired for 
Autocross it really makes sense to purchase your own.  This is all you 
need to track your car.  Buckle your seatbelt pull on your helmet, drive 
to the “hot pit” (to the right of the front straight) where you are lined 
up.  When the previous group clears the track you will be waved onto 
the track, one car at a me with a few seconds between cars. That 
takes you straight into turn 1.  From this point on, with the excep on 
of Driving School, you a ack the track at speeds that you are comforta-
ble with.  You can rest assured that your Corve e will be capable of 
going faster through the track than you are which is why we say that 
tracking is safe.  Cars will pull up behind you and you will pick a point 
on the track that you want them to pass you and point them by to your 

le  or right.  You will pull up behind cars and they 
will do the same for you.  You will “drive the line” 
taking the curves at the best angle to get through 
them at the fastest speeds and lowest lap mes.  
You will enter the straights in third gear, squeeze 
the gas pedal to the floor, hear the exhaust by-pass 
open, watch the tach climb to 6000, shi  to 4th as 
you move into triple digits on the speedometer and 
just feel the power of your American Sports Car.  
Twenty minutes or so later you will see a white flag 
waving at the start/finish line.  This tells you are on 
your last lap.  Many back off a bit on the thro le 

here, taking this as a “cool-down” lap so as to let the car come 
gently down from its full-on high-performance mode. At turn 11 
you will get a checkered flag telling you to exit the track a er turn 
15.  You will pull into “the paddock”, let the adrenalin drain from 
your system as you park, pull off your helmet and say, 

 wow! 
George Robinson 

Check out the 3-mile Thunderhill track map on page 2. 



Out of the Bypass 

George—in the Chicane 
(turns 11, 12, 13) 

Wilson’s SSC5 

Wilson Giving ‘em Hell 

Ahh—Mr Robinson I presume! 
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So, How Do I Get Onto the Track? 
Driving School 

High performance driving (HPD) organiza ons provide for the introduc-
on of new drivers to the ways of the track. Usually they run specific 

"Driving School" (DS) programs (High performance Driving Educa on - 
or HPDE) at their events. Northern California Racing Club (NCRC) and 
Hooked on driving (HOD) are typical organiza ons in Northern Califor-
nia. There is a clear dis nc on between "Open Track Driving" and 
"Track Racing". The former involves individual drivers having fun on 
the track along with other like-minded drivers compe ng only with 
"the clock" to improve their handling of their car. The la er is all-out 
racing with full-on compe on between drivers. In this por on of the 
ar cle we are considering only the former. This is not to say that in 

me, any open-track enthusiast may not move on to qualify and drive 
in the "Race Groups". We are just not dealing with racing here. 

Specifically, in this sec on of the ar cle, we are dealing with the way 
"Driving School" is organized and how that organiza on makes it easy 
for new drivers to become confident on the track. George, elsewhere 
in this ar cle, has detailed the hierarchical groupings in the track 
events that are arranged to match drivers with those of similar experi-
ence in their driving sessions. 

Here, I will describe how the driving schools typically func on using 
NCRC's school as an example. Several NCCA members, including this 
author, have been through this process. In fact, at the outset, I found 
the school so valuable that, despite being qualified for the Solo Group 
a er my first DS event, I chose to drive in DS a second me. 

The DS day starts with the "DS Classroom". During a bit less than one 
hour, typically star ng at 8 am, Dave Mills or Luc Noel describe the 
track, its turns and eleva on changes and "the line" which defines the 
most efficient path to follow around a lap. Also covered are the con-
ven ons used on the track such as the "point-by" process for passing 
and the various colored and pa erned flags used at the corner flag 
sta ons to signal the drivers. 

The DS day comprises three classroom sessions interspersed with on-
track sessions where the  informa on given at the classes are put into 
prac ce. All through the day, friendly, orange-shirted NCRC instructors 
are circula ng the "paddock" and clubhouse, making themselves avail-
able to students with ques ons. 

Following the first DS classroom, the students form up on "the grid", or 
“hot pit” alongside a lineup of on-track instructors, all with their flash-

ers on to iden fy themselves as instructors. 

When the starter's green flag indicates "the track is hot" the grid mar-
shal waves the first instructor onto the track with five students to fol-
low. This is the "Ducks in a Row" session and the next instructor is 
released with his own clutch of “ducklings” following and so on. The 
objec ve of this session is to have the instructor show "the line" to the 
students driving behind. The instructor drives "the line" at very modest 
speed (around 45 mph or less). At the comple on of each lap, the car 
immediately behind the instructor for that group of five drops to the 
rear of the group so that each student driver gets to drive at least one 
full lap immediately  behind the instructor. 

Following the second ("download") classroom session is the "Passing" 
on-track session which is used to prac ce the passing rules described 
in the classroom. Again, each instructor is followed (at slightly higher 
speeds this me—say around 55 mph) by five students who are to 
prac ce Point-By passing in the approved passing zones (only on 
straights at this level of experience). 

The final formal classroom session follows, where the way driving rules 
have been applied by the students is discussed and students' ques ons 
are dealt with. 

Three more on-track sessions follow during which instructors are s ll 
on the track with flashers on but without the students grouped behind 
the instructor as before. In these sessions, where students are encour-
aged to drive at speeds they are comfortable with, and pass regularly 
for prac ce, the instructors circulate among the students, looking for 
confused or "lost souls". The instructor will tap the roof of his/her car 
to indicate "follow me" to demonstrate something that the student 
may have plainly had difficulty grasping - usually, "what's the line?" 
The instructor will then give a thumbs-up, "we're done" and let the 
student get on with having the fun intended on the track. 

Students, almost universally discover that driving on the track is much 
more fun and much less stressful than they had imagined. The feeling 
that the way to drive well on the track is to go like "a bull at a gate" 
quickly dissipates in favor of the development of smooth control and 
feeling how the car wants to nego ate the turns. As Luc Noel says, "Go 
slow to go fast!" And this is one of the most cap va ng things about 
Open Track—one is never done with improving and improving—track 
day a er track day. Hi ng that turn that’s always been a challenge, 
just right this me—and you know it—can be amazingly sa sfying. The 
challenge to improve never goes away! 

As George has wri en here, those of us who know "the track" say, 
"Get out there and use that wonderful machine for what it was de-
signed!" 

DS is the way to get into it and is where it all starts. 

Barry MacKinnon 



Ducks in a Row 

If it’s The Cyclone it Must Be Sunday 

Looks Like Wilson Can Leave the 
Brakes ‘ ll Pre y Late! 
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LUNCH & BOCCE AT GARRE WINERY, 
LIVERMORE 
APRIL 8, 2018 

T wenty-six NCCA members and guests came out for the 
3rd annual Lunch and Bocce Day at Garre Winery, Sun-
day April 8th. The event, originally scheduled for Satur-
day the 7th, had been moved to Sunday because of 

predicted rain. Unfortunately, however, while the lunch was 
superb and the weather fine, the bocce courts had not dried up 
from the storms of earlier this week sufficiently to use 
them!!!!!! Being in somewhat of a pickle, the wonderful staff at 
Garre Winery gave us all free wine tas ng and refunded our 
deposit. Deciding it was be er to turn lemons into lemonade, 
we had a great wine tas ng event instead. They were very ac-
commoda ng and about 10 of us even stayed ll an hour past 
closing!!!! I'll bet you can guess who THEY were....   

 
Bob Henry 

Social Director 



A  C  M  K  Picture credits: Bob Henry, George Robinson 

The Gang at the Winery 

Anita & Jim Lucas 

Stan Kra  

Ann Smith 

S  D   
T  P  
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George & Denise 
Make the Best of It 

Bob Henry 
S ll Got those Track Numbers on!! 

B   B  B  

D  P  
T  L  S    

E  T ! 

M . D  H  E . 

H   M  B  

A  J  K  

L  L  L  
F   W  ! 

H ’  M  L    G  S  

S  L  ’  
 S   

 427! 
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! SAVE THIS DATE! 
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Registra on: 
Please provide the informa on below to Harvey Grasso at 

harvey1228@yahoo.com 
(510-538-2844) 

By 21April: 
• Will you be staying at the run hotels one or both nights (10 

rooms are reserved.) 
• Will you be ea ng with the group?  If not, which meals/

days? 
• Call the hotels by 20 April to reserve rooms and iden fy 

yourself as a NCCA member to get the group rates. 


NCCA 2018 SCENIC BYWAYS RUN 
May 20—22 

J oin the NCCA for an engaging cruise of three of Califor-
nia’s most Scenic byways.  Cruise Northern California and 
the Sonoma and Mendocino coast during late May’s 
warming weather & minimal fog condi ons. We’ll over-

night in Red Bluff and Garberville while cruising 3 of the best 
driver’s roads in California.   

We’ll drive CA 70 up the Feather River Canyon between Oroville 
and Quincy, CA 36 between Chester and Ferndale.   

Next we’ll take CA 101/Avenue of the Giants from Between For-
tuna and Garberville and finally CA 1 between Legge  and 
Marin,  
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April 
Bob Reynolds     1 
Chuck Gerughty     3 
Connie Carlson     7 
Lora Rapini     8 
Monica Bellofiore   15 
Bonnie Bourne   16 
Ken Rabello   17 
Ed Butzbach   22 

AAPRILPRIL  & M& MAYAY  BBIRTHDAYSIRTHDAYS  

May 
Bob Henry (Social)    1 
Leta Reynolds     1 
Russell Teves     1 
Diane Ashbaker     2 
John Eelsing (Hon)    6 
RJ Misata (Hon)     6 
Jim Neylan     8 
Lloyd Peoples     8 
NCCA      9 
Carl Carlson   10 
Cici Kranzel   13 

Mahatma Gandhi, (when asked what he thought of Western civilization): “I think it would be a good idea.”  
 
Tim Boone (Hon)   13 
Neal Goldi ng   18 
Dennis Buller   19 
Al Zwicky   21 
Mary McMurry   22 
Don Landers (Motor Sports) 23 
Sandy Davis   28 

Get Out and Burn some Rubber!! 
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!SAVE THIS DATE! 
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M  S   
• Round 1  February 11 Crows Landing 
• Test-n-Tune & DS March 10 Crows Landing 
• Round 2  March 11 Crows Landing 
• Round 3  April 7  Marina 
• Round 4(Tire Rack) April 14/15 Crows Landing 
• Pro Solo (Tire Rack) April 21/22 Crows Landing 
• Round 5  May 12  Marina 
• Rounds 6, 7  June 9, 10 Crows Landing* 
• Round 8  June 23  Crows Landing 
• Round 9  July 21  Marina 
• DS   August 4 Crows Landing 
• Rounds 10, 11 August 4, 5 Crows Landing 
• Rounds 12, 13 Sept. 29, 30 Crows Landing* 
• Round 14  October 13 Crows Landing 
• Round 15  October 27 Marina 
• Round 16  November 10 Marina 
• Round 17  December 1 Crows Landing 

Check the American Auto-X schedule at right for shared (*) 
events that are also SCCA events. 

AUTOCROSS 
SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA 

Schedule	for	2018	
	 	 h p://www.sfrautox.com/ 

• Rounds 1, 2  January 27, 28 Crows Landing 
• Rounds 3, 4  February 24, 25 Crows Landing 
• Round 5 Miltonian Capital Autocross Challenge 

   May 19  Crows Landing 
• Round 6  May 20  Crows Landing 
• Round 7, 8  June 9, 10 Crows Landing* 
• Round 9, 10 Larry Park Memorial 
   July 7, 8  Crows Landing  
• Round 11, 12  August 18, 19 Crows Landing 
• Round 13, 14  Sept. 29, 30 Crows Landing* 
• Round 15, 16  October 20, 21 Crows Landing 
 

AUTOCROSS 
AMERICAN AUTO-X SERIES 
Schedule	for	2018 

 	 h p://www.americanautox.com/schedule/ 

 DS = “Star ng Line” Driving School  Crows Landing = NASA Crows Landing Airport, Pa erson, CA 

Please re-check—there may have been changes in the schedules 
* Shared between SCCA and American Auto-X Series 

Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.  Thomas Alva Edison 
H  F  S  

NCCA has embroidered baseball hats for sale for $20 
($15 to NCCA Club Members.) 
• NCCA—Last available in Yellow (red shown) 
• Ve e Magic (shown) 
Contact: 
social@nccacorve es.org 

AADVERTISEDVERTISE  ININ  THETHE  KKALEIDOSCOPEALEIDOSCOPE  
The NCCA Kaleidoscope newsle er reaches all members and all of the 

vo ng member clubs in the WSCC community. 
Web traffic details are available upon request. 

Rates are for 12 months 

Please Contact: sponsorship@nccacorve es.org 

• Full Page Color $1,000.00 
• 1/2 Page Color $ 510.00 
• 1/4 Page Color $ 260.00 
• Business Card Size  $   75.00 
• Full Page Color ad on   

NCCA web site  $ 600.00 
• Full Page Color ad on 

NCCA web site with 
Kaleidoscope ad* $ 500.00 

• NCCA web site link to 
adver ser’s site $ 200.00 

• Combina on** $1,500.00 
 

 
 
* Cost is addi onal to a 1/4 page or 
 greater Kaleidoscope ad. 
 

**  Includes a Full Page Color ad in 
Kaleidoscope, a Full Page Color 
ad on the NCCA web site and an 
NCCA web site link to adver ser’s 
site.      
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!SAVE THIS DATE! 
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HonestyIndependenceTrust 
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Board of Directors 
Mee ng Schedule 

FIRST Wednesday of Every Month, 6:00 pm 
Ricky’s Sports Theater & Grill 

15028 Hesperian Blvd, San Leandro  

General Membership Business 
Mee ng Schedule 

FIRST Wednesday of Every Month, 7:00 pm 
Ricky’s Sports Theater & Grill 

15028 Hesperian Blvd, San Leandro  

Northern California Racing Club (NCRC):                www.ncracing.org  
        Hooked on Driving (HOD):               www.hookedondriving.com  

For addi onal details see NCCA web site:  www.nccacorve es.org      
Please note that event dates & details frequently change. It’s a good idea to check relevant web sites before making final plans. 

See SCCA & AAS autocross schedules on page 26. 

APRIL 2018 

1 Sunday Easter Sunday 

1 Sunday HOD Track Day, WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca 

7 Saturday Passover (last day) 

8 Sunday NCCA Lunch  & Bocce, Garre Winery, Livermore (See pages 18, 19) - delayed for rain 
8 Sunday Just for Corve es Hooter’s Car Show, Sacramento (type V) - delayed for rain 
8 Sunday WSCC Board & General Business Mee ngs, Momentum Chev, San Jose 

14 Saturday Delta Corve es Onion Peel 9 AutoX, Solano College, Fairfield (Ve es only) 
15 Sunday North Bay Corve es Nord Fjord 81 AutoX, Solano College, Fairfield (Ve es only) 
16 Monday NCRC Track Day, Thunderhill Raceway (3 mile) 
21 Saturday Corve es of Lodi Car Show, Lodi (type V) 
22 Sunday NCCA “A Legend on Display” 38, Blackhawk (see page 11) 
24 Tuesday HOD Track Day, WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca 
27 Friday HOD Track Day, Thunderhill Raceway (3 mile) 

28, 29 Saturday, Sunday SCC Mad Cow AutoX V, Cow Palace, Daly City 

MAY 2018 

5 Saturday Cinco de Mayo 

6 Sunday North Bay Corve es, Nord Fjord 82 AutoX, Sonoma Raceway (see page 9) 
7 Monday NCRC Track Day, WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca 

10, 11 Thursday, Friday HOD, Hooked on Corve es, Taste of the Track, Thunderhill Raceway Park (3 mile & 5 mile) 
12 Saturday NCCA Spor ng Clays, Morgan Hill (see page 20) 

13 Sunday Mother’s Day 

16 Wednesday Ramadan Starts 

19 Saturday Abel Chevrolet 10th Annual Car Show & BBQ, Rio Vista (see page 24) 
20-22 Sunday—Tuesday NCCA Scenic Byways Run, Northern CA & Coast (see page 21)  
27, 28 Sunday, Monday NCRC Track Days, WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca 

28 Monday NCCA Peanut Run, East Bay Hills & Oakland (see page 22)  

28 Monday Memorial Day 
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with the  

Western States Corve e Council 

N O R T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A  
C O R V E T T E  A S S O C I A T I O N  

N C C A  
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America’s Oldest Corvette Club 
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